
ISTAR PIS
Miss Ferguson Has J
Bad Case of Nerves
on Opening Night

Change in Her Entrance on

Stage in 'The Varying Shore'
Canses Stage Fright.

| ^ VEN the most finished and

I ^ poised of actresses with plenty
Iut lui-aincui uacHKrauna xo

irtrengthen her histrionic backbone
will admit to having a t>ad case of
nerves on the opening night of a new

play and a wild desire to thrust her
head before the curtain, ask the audiencekindly to excuse her at the last
moment and skip off to some cool
woodland retreat. Of such is Miss
Eisle Ferguson, for despite her admirablecontrol of herself on the stage she
confessed the other night at the HudsonTheater that she felt like giving
her part to tho lowest bidder at the
Initial performance of "The Varying
Shore."

"I vowed then that I'd never go
through another first night again." she
said, in one of those dressing rooms
that line the wings of the Hudson in
tiers like the staterooms of a steamer.
"We'd been through a rather trying
period on the road, and I'd hoped that
our period of apprenticeship would bo
longer, to make our roles sit more
easily on us.

"For one thing, my entrance in the
second act had been changed until I
almost had to think which entrance 1
was doing at the moment. Originally I
entered on an empty stage, just as in
the first act; but then they said that the
repetition of an effect might lay us open ,

to tho dire charge of monotony. So a
man was added when I came on.not
that he was necessary to the 8C8tie, but
Just to take the blight of monotony off it.
But this act was set in a different mood
from the first. I was to look a little
sad, a little depressed, and the man on
the scene did not help me materially in

, ,, c
umi mood or in drooping. Ho

he was abolished and back we went to
our original operations. j
"The day before the opening had been ^rather trying for me and I was feeling

tired and upset, and whenever that hap- 1

pens I can't play on my voice In the
usual way, which only makes things 1

worse. I felt muscle bound and mind
bound. But I had to go on and play

'

without a chance to give vent to my
'

feelings. That's the hard thing about jCacting. I couldn't step down to the foot- ;11
lights and say to the audience: 'Will
you please excuse the performance? I'm
not feeling very well and everything
seems so out of sorts, so perhaps we'd
better not go on playing.'

Actor Can't Give Up.
"The public doesn't realize how much ^acting Is like rowing In a college shell. ^nobody can give up, you've all got to .go right on working.and for that mat- t|ter. an oarsman can jump out of his jboat, but an actor can't. j v"Yet I suppose," said Miss Ferguson, 1with a half quizzical, philosophical ,,smile, "I'd go through the same thing fagain. You always feel that way once 0It's over."

a"Does an actress ever feel," inquired ltthe Interviewer, "that she's given a per- _

formance that satisfies herself, that's as
near to perfection as she can ever get Bon this planet?"

"Well," said Miss Ferguson, reflective- r'

]y, "there were a couple of performances "

of 'Outcast' that Butted me, when the "

words just seemed to ripple out of me 8

and I went through all the different *

scenes almost without thinking of what h
1 was doing. But such occurrences are
a freak of nature. Everything so hap-
pens by luck that nothing distracts you
and you feel perfectly tranquil Dhys-1c:
leally and mentally, whereupon acting t'
womi the easiest thing in the world.
for an hour. d

"We've continued to experiment with o
the play, as you know, running it back- a
ward at the beginning, then reversing it f
so that it ran frontward, and now re- s<
turning to the original inverted running d
order, which seems to go best. Though is
it is a good deal like the method of el
taking pictures In the movies, the transl- n
tions do not bother me as much as they ct
did at first in pictures, where they ac- w
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Stage Hands B

Celebrate Play's 400th Performanceby Giving Novel
Entertainment.
_______

One of the most novel and diverting
stage productions of this season, which
injoyed a run of one night only, was
nade on New Year's eve, when the
stage hands at the Booth Theatre buresqued"The Green Goddess." In cele>ratlonof the 4 0Oth performance of that
>lajr.
The burlesque was "written, acted and

produced" by the stage hands themelves,and in order to line with correct
managerial custom they had one post>onement.fromthe afternoon of Deember28, the actual date of the 400th
erformance, to New Year's eve.

By giving their travesty on the play
n .Saturday night, the "actors" had two

ally and figuratively used to 'Jump all
ver the lot,'

Womaa of Heroie Mold.
"It has been pointed out that you
now the finish of the story befoYe you
.now the beginning. Just like; a person
iho skips to the end of a book furIvelybefore reading the first chapter.
Jut the parallel Isn't the same, for here
our sense of anticipation is maintained
--and that's all that keeps any kind or
tory going. The averago spectator.
inditig what this woman was at the end

fher life and then seeing what she was
t the beginning, says to himself: 'How
i the world did such a woman get that
ay?'
"They are interested In her because

he is an exceptional character, with a

ary thing being that she can undergo
eep suffering and still not be dlsilluloned.whichis something of a gift. I
ish sophlRtlcated persons would regard
er as the ordinary type of woman of
asy virtue. The great mass of people
on't look upon alt women who pass
tirough such experiences in the same
y-nical light as the sophisticated, who
lilnk that money is the root of all their
vil. This woman is of heroic mold, not
rab or commonplace, and the great body
f theatergoers are more interested in
uch characters than tho everyday type,
or they want to feel that there are peronswhose lives are more touched with
ivlnlty than their own humdrum exitences.Personally I'd rather read the
Ighteenth century French romances,
a matter how artificial they are, l>e
iu»e they take one away from the subayatmosphere."
.^ .*.-
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full days in which to recover from the
effects of this unusual form of exercise,
The travesty was written by "Baldy"

Crawford Pyne and "Petey" Langmack,
two old etandbys in the group of stage
hands at the Booth. But, not satisfied
with writing honors, these ®wo turned
actors for the occasion, Pyne Impersonat-
ing George Arliss as the Raja of ltukh
and Langmack, because of his powerful
physique, impersonating the slender
Miss Lotus Robb in the role of Lrucilla
Crcspin.
Miss Maude Howell, stage manager J

of "The Green Goddess" company and
the wardrobe mistress for the company,
aided in preparing the costumes. Ac!tual play sets were used. Invitations
were issued to the star. Mr. Arliss. and
all the other members of the company,
to V.'lnthrop Ames, the producer, and
(lie members of his staff.
Pyne and Langmaek, aided by

"Jimmy" Bell as Ayah; Alec Jandrew
ns Major Rrcxtpin (Crexpin the role
piaved by Herbert Waring), and the
otner members or the stage crew gave
a performance which was uproariously
received by the select audience.
The performance opened with Major
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and Lnchilla Brr.stpin and Dr. Nate
Concern descending from an alrplan
In the wings by means of a rope an

ended with the actual beam of th
building instead of the fateful beam c

light falling upon them. To Luchill
was given the burlesqued words of he
husband, the Major to sp^ak. while h
uttered the words that in reality hi
wife would leave spoken.
Altogether it was a w-ild, riotous nlgl'

.or morning.of fun In which tlie bui
losqued players Joined as heartily a

the burlescjuers.
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Miss Talmadge Takes

Pictures Seriously j
Miss Norma Talmadge takes her pic-

ture making decidedly seriously. In
fact ahe can be serious to the point of
tears if occasion requires it. This cume
to light during the making of her latest
picture, "Lg>vc's Redemption.'' which
will be presented at the Htrand this
week.
One who had seen the picture said

that tho story carried an unusual aj>-
peal for sympathy, due to the situation
involved ki a unique plot, iliss Tal-
madge took lssu'c with the statement at
once.
"Oh, no." she retorted. "The situa-

tlons only give you the speed and ac-
tlon; but you derive «ynu>a<hy from
your characters. That ie the secret of
why so many pictures fall flat. They
have adhered to the recognized formulaeof arousing heart interest, bringingin pathos und tragedy. You know.
the smile behind the tear and a convenienthandkerchief.
"Where they have failed It is due to

tho fact that churucters haven't come
up to ine main. mry may nave ap-
penred artificial. They may have aroused
feelings of hostility rather than sympa-
thy. A character* does not liave to be
endowed with ul! the virtues In the
world to receive or create sympathy,
"Wo know that Itohin Hood was an

outlaw, and still his rollicking Joviality
has been popularized so that his defects
have been forgotten. Alexander the
Great was a cruel, brutal soldier, and
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*LESQUE
itltl his achievements have served to
mmortaliae his character. That Is why
[ contend that while your situations
ind story arouse interest in their action.the amount of sympathy the picturereceives, with the interest it
arouses, depends entirely upon the characters."
Theatrical Benefit for

Tuberculosis Sufferers
The Auxiliary to the Tuberculosis Divisionof Bellevue Hospital has taken at

the Knickerbocker Theatre the productionof "Bulldog: Drummond" for the
evening: of Tuesday. January 21. Tickets
will bo sold at an advance over box
office rates, the profits going to the
treasury of the auxiliary, which Is in
need of funds. The tickets can be obtainedat the office of Wlckes & ShefBeld,8 East Thirty-seventh street.
The activity of the organization Inrludesthe work of the Bellevue SettlementHouse, tuberculosis ward committee,the clinic committee, tlie day camp

and general attention to the wants of
tubercular patients and their families.
The officers of the auxiliary are Miss

Bjk'.nehe Potter, Mrs. Louis C. Hay,
Nn.ss Angelica Livingston, Mrs. Willie in
Willis Reese, Mrs. James Alexander
Miller, Mrs. Lucius WilmerrUng, Miss
Mary T. Bradtejr, Miss Jos<*j>hino Willis,
Mrs. Edwin Tatham, Miss Genevieve
McLean and Mrs. Henry Ziegler.
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ARLISS A
Inventor Will Play

Symphony in Color *

This week will see the first public &

exhibition of what is called the art of g
llobile Color. The inventor of an In- a
strument which projects this art
is Thomas Wilfred, a naturallied Dane, ti
who will himself give the performance c
at the Neighborhood Playhouse as the
feature of a, new bill, opening there Jl
Tuesday evening.

Mr. Wilfred has for years bean v/ork-
ing in n»i effort to use the discovferies
of science, especially electricity, in the
service of beauty, and to aid him he has T
employed the equipment of both the

n
artist, for he is a well known .singer of
ballads, and tliat of the mechanic. Beginningwith a device enclosed ,n a
cigar box. he has slowly but steadily adeveloped his Instrument, until It stands slready to-day upon the stage of the f)Neighborhood Playhouse to give the ti
iirst performance.

Mr. Wilfred's own statement regard- wlug his invention follows: a,"It is a new instrument ky means of _

which silent composition* of moving a
color ami form are played in rhythm ato the vision. I feel that Mobilu Color
will take lis plate as distinct art, a
new medium of aesthetic expression. ^kindred to music, poetry, painting and ydancing. !jSeatedat a keyboard, next to a bat-
tery of high powered projectors, the acolor organist plays from notation, upon
a white screen, gratefully majest'c o(dance* of fantastic luminous forms, ria- p
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Recital ior C. *»olic
Young Women's Club

In the home of Mm. Henry Waters
'aft, at S® West Forty-eighth street,
ext Thursday afternoon, an entertainlentwill be given by Mrs. Henry Lund
f San Francisco for the benefit of the
athollc Young Womon's Club, which is
t Lexington avenue and Fifty-fourth
.reet. This club was founded during
ie ear for patriotic purposes and eonnuedas a recreational and educational
inter, where instruction is given In
lany brunches. Kventng and day classes
re maintained in cooking, dressmaking,
lilllnery, dramatics and choral work,
nd in addition gymnastics and outdoor
thletics are taught.
Mrs. Lund is un amateur whose imrrsimationsand monologues are clever,
he will give impersonations of Mma
vette Guilbert, Mme. Hilda Varesi. Mtss
Isle Ferguson. Miss Ruth Draper and
[rs. Fiske. Her program of Thursday
Iso will include a monologue. "The EatigHouse Waitress," and an Imitation
Leo Dltrlchsteln in "Hamlet'a Soloquy."
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